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Barba Azul Nature Reserve                  

November 2016 update report 

In September, the largest group of Blue-throated Macaws ever recorded was reported from the Barba Azul Nature 

Reserve by Fabian Meijer, Dutch ecology student, conducting his research on environmental factors determining 

Blue-throated Macaw distribution within the reserve. A group of 118 individuals was observed arriving at their 

wet season roosting site in the northern tip of the Barba Azul Reserve. Project photos can be downloaded from: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/128583429@N05/albums/72157657123371838   

 

Introduction 

Dark clouds bring increasing rainfall and are slowly filling the  seasonally-flooded savanna 

habitat with water again, making the area inaccessible by vehicle. The start of the wet season 

also is accompanied with the local migration of Blue-throated Macaws to their wet-season 

breeding grounds. The Barba Azul Nature Reserve had the highest ever count of Blue-throated 

Macaws in the Beni. An impressive number of 118 individuals were counted, presenting 

approximately half of the entire population, dependant on the reserve to forage and roost 

during the wet season. Other highlights have been the finalizing of the cabin improvement 

project and the reforestation of 7 forest islands, as well as the highest day count of Buff-breasted 

Sandpipers ever. An astonishing number of 1460 individuals counted in 1 day.  
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Conservation and development of the Barba Azul Nature Reserve is 

supported in 2016 by: 
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Figure 1: All four cabins at Barba Azul Nature Reserve have been improved with extended roofing and improved 

mosquito netting. With the increased roofing, we also ensure a cooler climate as no direct sunlight is entering the 

cabins. We also improved the cabins with self-made tables and shelves, as well as hangers for clothing and door 

springs to make the cabins more comfortable. The cabin improvement project has been successfully finished. 

Photo by Oscar Yabeta. 

Barba Azul Nature Reserve 2016 Goals 

Our main goals for 2016 to ensure a continuous development of Barba Azul Nature Reserve 

and its infrastructure. 

 

1) Establish Impenetrable firebreaks 

2) Complete tourism infrastructure  

3) Complete cattle ranching plan and infrastructure 

4) Fully fenced boundary 

5) Fully reforested Tiniji forest islands 

6) Savanna age-class and Motacu palm monitoring program  

7) Buff-breasted Sandpiper improved habitat, and foraging data 

8) Blue-throated Macaw population monitoring program 


