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In September, he largest group of Blughroated Macaws ever recordedasreported from the Barba Azul Nature
Reserveby Fabian Meijer, Dutch ecology studentonducting his research on environmental factedetermining
Blue-throated Macawdistribution within the reserve. A group of 118 individuals vasobserved arriving atheir
wet season roosting site the northern tip of the Barba AzulReserve Project phdos can be downloaded from:

Introduction

Dark cloudsbring increasing rainfalland are slowly filling the seasonallyflooded savanna
habitat with water again, making the areanaccessible by vehicleThe start of the wet season
alsois accompanied with the local migration of Blughroated Macaws to their wetseason
breeding groundsThe Barba Azul Nature Reservead the highest ever count of Blu¢hroated
Macawsin the Beni. An impressive number of 118 individualsvere counted, presenting
approximately half of the entire population, dependant on the reserve to foraged roost
during the wet seasonOther highlights have been the finalizing of the cabin improvement
project and the reforestation of 7 forest islandas well as the highest day count of Bulfireasted
Sandpipers ever. An astonishing number of 1460 individuatsunted in1 day:.
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Conservation and development of the Barba Azul Nature Reserve is
supported in 2016 by:
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Figure 1:All four cabins at Barba Azul Nature Reserve have been improved with extendeafing and improved
mosquito netting. With the increased roofing, we also ensure a cooler climate as no direct sunlight is entering the
cabins. We also improved the cabins with seffiade tables and shelves, as well as hangers for clothing and door
springsto make the cabins more comfortableThe cabin improvement project has been successfully finished
Photo by Oscar Yabeta.
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Our main goals for 2016 to ensure a continuous development of Barba Azul Nature Reserve
and itsinfrastructure.

1) Establish Impenetrable firebreaks

2) Complete tourism infrastructure

3) Complete cattle ranching plan and infrastructure

4) Fully fenced boundary

5) Fully reforested Tiniji forest islands

6) Savanna agelass and Motacu palm monitoringrogram

7) Buff-breasted Sandpiper improved habitat, and foraging data
8) Bluethroated Macaw population monitoring program



