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Friends of Barba Azul Nature Reserve              

August 2017 update report 
 

 

Barba Azul Nature Reserve was purchased in 2008 (Barba Azul North) and consisted of 

approximately 3,700 hectares. Since than it has grown to a reserve of 11.000 hectares, 

protecting the most important foraging and roosting habitat for the Critically Endangered Blue-

throated Macaw. We would like to thank American Bird Conservancy, International 

Conservation Fund of Canada, IUCN Netherlands, Loro Parque Fundación, Neotropical 

Migratory Bird Conservation Act of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service, Rainforest Trust and 

World Land Trust who helped Asociación Armonía in developing the Barba Azul Nature 

Reserve with our welcome sign in the heart of the Beni savanna.  

 

Project photos can be downloaded from: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/128583429@N05/albums/72157657123371838 
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Introduction 

The start of the 2017 Blue-throated Macaw conservation season is highlighted by the discovery 

of the natural breeding grounds of the Macaws. We finally have a better idea where the Barba 

Azul Nature Reserve Macaws migrate during their wet season breeding period. In March, the 

first big groups of Macaws returned to Barba Azul and where we recorded at least 10 juveniles. 

We are pleased to know that the birds are reproducing successfully and find their save haven 

back in Barba Azul during the dry season.                  

Many of our activities for 2017 are focussed on the sustainability of the Barba Azul Nature 

Reserve, from finalizing tourism infrastructure with building a dining facility, to constructing 

the basis for cattle ranching at Barba Azul East. These improvements will guarantee income in 

the near future, assuring the reserveôs sustainability  and will reflect in improving habitat 

protection for a wide range of species in the heart of the Llanos de Moxos. 
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Conservation and development of the Barba Azul Nature Reserve in 

2017 is supported by: 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                         

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barba Azul Nature Reserve 2017 Goals 

Our main goals for 2017 to ensure a continuous development of Barba Azul Nature Reserve 

and its infrastructure are: 

 

1. Establish impenetrable firebreaks throughout the reserve. 

¶ Parallel backburn firebreaks for perimeter (60m width) 

¶ Grid firebreaks (20m width) 

 

2. Complete tourism infrastructure. 

¶ Establish a dinner with the new design 

¶ Finish cabin improvements (interior and exterior design) 

 

3. Barba Azul Nature Reserve infrastructure 

¶ Worker house for part-time staff and visiting construction workers 

¶ Present staff house improvements 
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4. Complete trail design through all habitats for visitors 

 

5. Complete cattle ranching infrastructure 

¶ Paddock and perimeter fencing of Barba Azul East  

¶ Corral creation 

 

6. Research 

¶ Blue-throated Macaw breeding site explorations 

¶ Blue-throated Macaws breeding site research project for master students 

¶ Buff-breasted Sandpiper habitat improvement and research 
 

Figure 1. Orinoco Goose (Neochen jubata) posing at the Barba Azul field station where they successfully occupy 

nest boxes especially made for this near threatened species. Picture taken by Aiden Maccormick   
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Protection 

Establishing impenetrable firebreaks  

In 2016 a tremendous progress was made building fire breaks in Barba Azul North and Barba 

Azul South, resulting in our first successful stopping of a man-made fire that originated 

northwest of the Barba Azul Nature Reserve, protecting the most important feeding area of the 

Blue-throated Macaws. These fire breaks will be maintained and improved by cleaning them 

of all grass residue. Also, a parallel backburn firebreak will be established around the border of 

the reserve where an additional 60 meters of savanna will be backburned to reduce fire threats. 

Also, firebreaks are being built in Barba Azul East. 

  

In July, the two main fire breaks protecting crucial habitat for feeding Blue-throated Macaws 

were finished. Also, new firebreaks have been established in Barba Azul East protecting dry 

forest habitat and the Barba Azul East infrastructure. Fire breaks further north in Barba Azul 

North and Barba Azul South will be maintained and improved in August/September. 

Figure 2. The first and most important firebreaks of Barba Azul North are maintained and improved. Two large 

firebreaks will prevent man-made fires originating in the north, from burning crucial feeding habitat for Blue-

throated Macaws at Isla Barba Azul. Also, new firebreaks have already been established in Barba Azul East. August 

onwards we would like to maintain and improve firebreaks further north of Barba Azul North (still too wet soil 

conditions) and maintain the firebreaks of Barba Azul South (waiting for river Omi to drain its water to ensure 

crossing). Pictures taken by Tjalle Boorsma 
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Firebreak creation and maintenance is a continuous and long-term work in progress where tall-

grass savanna habitat, which is extremely hard to get through, has to be ploughed. The initial 

firebreaks are hard to create, though follow-up maintenance is less difficult but  has to repeated 

annually. Figure 3 shows the maintenance of already existing firebreaks. Additional smaller 

firebreaks will be established at the borders of the reserve, and the tall-grass savanna will be 

burnt in between to lower fuel loads to slow down ragging fires.  

 

There is only a small period during the dry season (July until November) in where firebreaks 

can be established. In the first 2 months when fires arenôt a severe threat yet, most of the lower 

elevated savannas are still flooded or soil conditions are still too wet. Those areas are located 

mainly in the north of Barba Azul North are hard to reach. A different approach must be 

undertaken to ensure fire stops in those areas.  

 

Figure 3. The Barba Azul John Deere tractor improving firebreaks in Barba Azul North. Along the borders of the 

reserve a smaller parallel firebreak will be established to burn 60 metres of grassland adjacent to the firebreak to 

lower full loads to fully block fires. This is a long-term work plan as building firebreaks is a tedious task and can 

only be executed in a short window of time when soils are dry. Some areas are inaccessible at the far north of 

Barba Azul North and different strategies must be undertaken. Picture taken by Tjalle Boorsma 

 

 


