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Conservation and development of the Barba Azul Nature Reserve in 2019 was supported by: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Puma (Puma concolor): Asociación Armonía  

Project photos can be downloaded from: 

www.flickr.com/photos/128583429@N05/albums/72157657123371838 

In many respects 2019 is the year that validated our Barba Azul conservation strategies, one example 
being the increase in large predators like the Puma (Puma concolor), an indicator of a healthy 

habitat. This individual is showing off in front of our newly placed camera trap. 
 
 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/128583429@N05/albums/72157657123371838
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Summary 

 
Two thousand and nineteen was the year of validation for Barba Azul Nature Reserve. This message is 
heard clearly by visitors, who constantly remark on the incredible abundance and tameness of the 
wildlife. Casual observation and camera trap data shows an increase in predator presence like the Puma. 
It is clear that populations of Marsh Deer, Red-brocket Deer, Pampas Deer, Collared Peccary and Ocelots 
have more than doubled in the last three years.   
 
In 2019, we completed a five-year goal to offer visitors a comfortable stay by finishing all the tourism 

infrastructure. Barba Azul now offers four fine-tuned cabins, an amazing dining hall, all powered by 24-

hour solar electricity and high-water pressure with a new water tank. Our park guard Carlos Roca has 

blossomed into an excellent local guide, taking pride in his expert knowledge of Blue-throated Macaw 

movements, and finding the rare birds birdwatchers always want to see. 

 
Carlos Roca observed the first Blue-throated Macaw pair showing interest in our new penthouse nestbox 

design. This is a tremendous result as we finally discovered how to attract them to breed on Barba Azul. 

Also, Armonía succeeded for the first time in history to place satellite telemetry trackers on Blue-

throated Macaws. Three Macaws from the Barba Azul Nature Reserve now provide detailed information 

on their local movements and where they breed. 

 

This year is also marked by Armonía officially starting άǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ .ŀǊōŀ !Ȋǳƭ 9ŀǎǘΦ In 

total 137 head of cattle are managed according an ecofriendly ranching model and already produced 3 

ƴŜǿōƻǊƴ ŎŀƭǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά.Ŝƴƛ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀ .Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ wŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ DǳƛŘŜέ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

sustainable model throughout the Beni Savanna to safe species from extinction together with ranchers. 

                                                         

  

Blue-throated Macaw (Ara glaucogularis): Lennart Verheuvel 
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Barba Azul Nature Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 2. The Barba Azul Nature Reserve is located in the north of the Llanos de Moxos, 75 kilometers west of Santa Ana de 

Yacuma and 213 kilometers northwest of the newly created Laney Rickman Blue-throated Macaw Reserve. Armonía protect 

vital Blue-throated Macaw habitat in 2 isolated subpopulations (estimated Blue-throated Macaw subpopulation range 

indicated in light green circles).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3. The Barba Azul Nature Reserve is subdivided 
for two main land-use zones:  Barba Azul (5,000 ha) 
designated for ecotourism and conservation; Barba 
Azul East (6,000 ha) designated for sustainable cattle 
ranching and conservation. The Barba Azul lodge is 
located south of the river Omi containing 4 private 
cabins, field station and dining facility. The Barba Azul 
Ranch is located north of the river Omi where all 
ranching activities are implemented. 
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Barba Azul Nature Reserve 2019 goals 

Our main goals for 2019 to ensure a continuous development of Barba Azul Nature Reserve and its 

infrastructure were: 

 

1. Establish solar electricity system and underground wiring 
 

2. Complete raised firebreak system with backburns (Barba Azul North & South) 
 

3. Complete tourism infrastructure 

¶ Complete dining facility 

¶ Complete interior design cabins 

¶ New water tank with filtration system 

¶ Complete trail system and signage 
 

4. Complete cattle ranching infrastructure (Barba Azul East) 

¶ Complete worker house, deposit area and roofed tractor parking 

¶ Complete corral improvements (gathering pens & gates) 

¶ Establish a total herd of 1,000 head of cattle 
 

5. Establish 7-kilometer live fencing  
 

6. Stocking rate experiment to study livestock/Buff-breasted Sandpiper relationship 
 

7. Camera trap monitoring system in each habitat type 
 

8. Research 

¶ Blue-throated Macaws (3) with GPS tracker 

¶ Continue savanna habitat research 

¶ Continue Buff-breasted Sandpiper monitoring 

¶ Fenced exclusion zones in each habitat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barba Azul dining facility: Marton Hardy 
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Top to bottom: Jabiru, Greater Rhea, South American Kestrel, Upland Sandpiper, Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Blue-throated Macaw: 

Lennart Verheuvel and Teodoro Camacho (Upland and Buff-breasted Sandpiper) 


